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STF authorizes the extradition of a 
member of one of the largest criminal 

organizations in Italy

The First Panel of the Federal Supreme Court of Brazil (STF),
unanimously, granted the extradition of the Italian Rocco
Morabito, considered one of the most wanted fugitives in
Europe, accused of being part of one of the largest criminal
organizations in Italy, the Ndrangheta.

In the specific case, in October 2019, at the request of the
National Central Office of Interpol in Brazil, Justice Cármen
Lúcia ordered the detention of Mr. Rocco Morabito for
extradition purposes, and his arrest was served in May 2021.
The extradition request was made by the Italian Republic to
enforce four criminal convictions of Rocco Morabito for
international drug trafficking and involvement with a criminal
organization.

According to the vote of the rapporteur, Justice Cármen Lúcia,
the STF has jurisdiction to authorize extradition, which is
subject to a final decision of the President of the Republic, as
well as the requirements that authorize the request for
extradition, such as its instruction and the double typicality of
the crimes, are fulfilled, and the offense are also considered
crimes in Brazil.

Furthermore, in order for the defendant to be surrended, Italy
must undertake to consider the period of imprisonment in
Brazil (detraction) and observe the maximum term of 30 years
for the custodial sentence.

Finally, it was verified that the statute of limitations has not run
out in Brazil or in Italy, and that the sentences imposed are not
related to political crimes, but to common crimes linked to the
criminal organization operating in Italy.

Extradition 1682 - Rapporteur: Justice Carmen Lucia
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STF states that money laundering whose
predicate offenses have been

committed in Brazil is within the
jurisdiction of Brazilian courts

The Second Panel of the Federal Supreme Court of Brazil (STF),
unanimously, understood that the Brazilian judiciary has
jurisdiction to prosecute crimes of money laundering
exclusively carried out abroad when the predicate offenses
have been committed against the Brazilian Public
Administration.

In the specific case, the complaint filed by the Federal
Prosecution Service (MPF) accused the former vice-president
of the Swiss bank BSI for the alleged practice of the crime of
money laundering, since he would have constituted offshore
companies in tax havens to invest and conceal values acquired
by corruption crimes that motivated the conclusion of a
contract between Petrobras S.A. and Compagnie Béninoise
des Hydrocarbures Sarl (CBH) for the acquisition of 50% of oil
and gas exploration rights in an oil field off the coast of Benin,
Africa.

Before the sentence, the accused filed habeas corpus in the
STF, requesting the suspension of the criminal action, due to
an alleged infringement of the principle of natural justice, in
order to avoid the jurisdiction of Brazil, since the money
laundering acts would have been exclusively committed
abroad. Subsequent to the filing, the accused was convicted
by the 13th Federal Court of Curitiba for the aforementioned
crime.

When judging the habeas corpus, Justice Edson Fachin,
rapporteur, stated that it is up to the Brazilian judicial system
to judge money laundering resulting from a previous crime
committed in the country. This is because it was established
that the acts somehow attempted against the assets of the
government-controlled company, so that the values hidden in
the offshores would have been used in the commission of
corruption crimes with the Beninese oil and gas company.

In the judgment of the appeal filed against the
aforementioned decision, the Rapporteur Justice reaffirmed
his understanding, which was accompanied by the other
Justices of the Second Panel of the Federal Supreme Court of
Brazil.

Appeal (AgRg) in Habeas Corpus No. 185223/PR –
Rapporteur: Justice Edson Fachin.
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President of the STJ delivers a draft law 
to the Ministry of Justice and Public 

Security to regulate the application of 
the Hague Convention in Brazil; CNJ 
regulates the processing of lawsuits

based on the Convention

Justice Humberto Martins, President of the Superior Court of Justice (STJ)
and of the Council of Federal Justice (CJF), delivered to the Minister of
Justice and Public Security, Anderson Torres, the draft of a bill to regulate the
application of the Inter-American Convention on Return of Minors and the
Hague Convention on the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction.

The project's main objective is to care for the best interests of children and
respect the due process of law for demands that deal with international
child abduction, aiming at their immediate return to their legal guardians.

STJ and CJF, together with the Executive and Legislative branches, intend to
approve the project as soon as possible in order to give proper direction to
issues related to the regulation of international child abduction in the Hague
Convention.

The National Council of Justice (CNJ), in turn, issued the Resolution No. 449,
of March 30, 2022, which regulated the judicial procedure for cases based
on the Hague Convention that deal with international child abduction. The
normative act provides for a series of substantive and procedural rules, with
emphasis on the procedural measures adapted to cases of kidnapping, such
as the requirements for the answer to the complaint and the rules for the
discovery phase.

The illicit retention of minors abroad was the subject of 2 proceedings in
secrecy of justice that the First Panel of the STJ began to judge on March 29.
The Hague Convention was invoked in both cases and justified the vote of
the Rapporteur Justice Regina Helena in favor of the return of the child
involved in one of the cases (Special Appeal No. 1.842.083/BA). However,
the application of the rule was relativized in another case due to the
circumstances of domestic violence experienced by mother and child in the
country of residence of the father, the plaintiff (Special Appeal No.
1.966.822/GO)

Superior Justice Tribunal

Special Appeal (REsp) No. 1842083/BA – Rapporteur: Justice Benedito
Gonçalves.

Special Appeal (REsp) No. 1966822/GO – Rapporteur: Justice Regina Helena.
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State of Rio de Janeiro intends to bring
forward proposal for a regulated carbon

market; Rio City Hall holds 1st carbon
auction in the world with credits from

the micromobility sector

The carbon credits trading platform built by the government
of the state of Rio de Janeiro will give priority to regulated
credits, which tend to have higher values than voluntary
credits, the only existing format in the country.

Accompanied by the city hall of Rio de Janeiro, the State
Executive seeks to install a format already aligned with future
markets in the country and abroad, which are under
discussion in the National Congress and the United Nations,
respectively.

Scheduled for presentation in the second half of 2022, the
market will undergo a feasibility study for the next 3 months
by the US technology exchange Nasdaq and the Global
Environmental Asset Platform (Geap).

In addition to the market, the City Hall announced that
certifiers of sustainable projects and environmental
consultancies installed in the capital will have a reduction in
the rate of the levied Tax on Services (ISS) from 5% to 2%.

The first auction of carbon credits from the Rio City Hall
portfolio was already held on March 30, with credits obtained
from operations in the micromobility sector, which uses light
vehicles such as bicycles. The initiative is unprecedented in the
world. Companies interested in participating in the auction to
acquire the commercialized credits, scheduled for the end of
April, must register on the AirCarbon Exchange (ACX) platform
to place their bid.

Valor Econômico and City Hall of Rio de Janeiro
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Change in port rules will allow ships
loaded with fertilizers to have priority in 

Brazilian ports

The National Secretariat of Ports and Waterway Transport
plans to change the port rules in order to allow ships loaded
with fertilizers to have preference when disembarking in
Brazilian ports, according to a plan announced on March 18
this year.

The intention is mainly to reduce import costs, in addition to
facilitating access to fertilizers, streamlining product logistics.

With the change, it will be necessary for ports to review their
exploration regulations and issue ordinances to elect priority
shipments, since there are rules for receiving ships, as well as
taking into account the need to maintain the rhythm of
Brazilian exports, especially of agribusiness.

Ports and Ships
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Presidential decree that reduces the IOF-
Exchange rate to zero until 2029 is 

published

The President of the Republic of Brazil issued Decree No.
10997/2022, amending Decree No. 6306/2007, to gradually
reduce the tax rate on credit, exchange and insurance
operations, and on securities (IOF) levied on exchange
operations over the next few years, which aims to adapt
Brazilian tax legislation to the recommendations of the
Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development
(OECD), along with the New Exchange Law (Law No.
14286/2021).

Among other measures, the new decree establishes that from
January 2029 the IOF rate on foreign exchange transactions
will be set to zero.

This measure was adopted in order to comply with the
provisions of the Codes of Liberalization of Capital Movement
and Current Invisible Operations, mandatory instruments of
the accession process to the OECD, as well as to attract foreign
investment and increase the Brazilian market's participation in
international trade.

Decree No. 10997, of March 15, 2022
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Brazilian Judiciary moves forward in 
alignment with the Inter-American
Justice System by establishing the

National Pact for Human Rights

The National Council of Justice (CNJ) signed the National Pact
for Human Rights, instituting measures to implement the
theme in the Judiciary. The policy aims to institutionally
strengthen the effectiveness of human rights with a view to
aligning Brazilian legal culture with the American Convention
on Human Rights and the jurisprudence of the Inter-American
Court of Human Rights.

Among other measures, the pact establishes the goal of
including the discipline of Human Rights in examinations for
the judiciary across the country, with emphasis on the inter-
American system, control of conventionality and the case-law
of the STF in matters of human rights treaties and jurisdictional
dialogues. In addition, training in conventionality control and
human rights is planned in partnership with Judges Schools.

The pact was adopted in order to comply with CNJ Resolution
No. 123/2022, which recommends to the Courts the application
of international and regional human rights treaties, the use of
the case-law of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights and
the practice of conventionality control. The articulation of the
document was carried out by the Inter-American Court's
Decision Monitoring and Inspection Unit, created by CNJ
Resolution No. 364/2021 in order to face the challenge of
creating a culture of dialogue with the Inter-American System.

Jota
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